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or its environs is a poor place for holiday-making* This
is hardly correct, for the attractions of London are by no
means inferior. It all depends on what one expects to
get out of a holiday

If by a holiday the rich Londoner means a Continental
spa, then he is asking something which is physically
unobtainable in this great city* On the other hand, if
he means a place where there are sights to see, the Queen
of the Thames has more than enough of these to satisfy
any ambitious explorer, as the annual invasion of Americans
amply testifies; Or if he means a place where there are
plenty of opportunities for relaxation or recreation after
work, then London can easily hold its own* The jaded
Londoner, for example, can spend all his leisure in the
parks, on the river, or out sight-seeing* In this he will
get as much relaxation and fresh air as he needs, and get
them in the cheapest and most convenient way*

Of these attractions the river is undoubtedly the most
popular* The foreign tourist may take a steam launch
up the Thames in order to get to Hampton Court, but
the true Londoner despises the launch* He prefers the
graceful punt with all its attractions* It is true that in
a launch you are propelled by steam and machinery, but
you are one among a crowd of passengers* In a punt,
however, you make your own speed, you develop your
lungs and muscles and you are monarch of all you survey*
Given nice summer weather, a congenial companion, and a
good stock of provisions, you can tie up your punt among
the backwaters and there among the overhanging trees enjoy
the life of lives* There is no one to disturb you and you
dream your dreams in perfect peace* You are at rest and